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On July 10, employes of 26 government agency offices in San Salvador went on strike to protest the
shooting by police of over 20 colleagues at the Social Security Institute (ISSS). The shooting incident
occurred July 9 at the ISSS headquarters. Witnesses said police troops occupied the building and
opened fire on hundreds of people. They added that plainclothes policemen also attempted to
attack demonstrators at the Institute entrance. According to RADIO SONORA (San Salvador), the
National Union of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS) described the incident as brutal and premeditated.
The atmosphere in the capital city on Friday was "extremely tense," and violence was expected.
The report by RADIO SONORA and television stations in San Salvador was denied by the Armed
Forces Press Committee spokesperson Nelson Maravillas. The spokesperson told Cuban news
agency PRENSA LATINA that the "situation was under control." In a telephone interview, Maravilla
said the armed forces were deployed to protect public order, and would not be deflected from their
objective. He denied that the ISSS strikers had been attacked, although he admitted that scores of
them were wounded. Maravilla emphasized that the police and army received orders from President
Jose Napoleon Duarte to "prevent rioting." He also disclosed that on July 10, hundreds of workers
gathered outside the US Embassy chanting anti-US slogans. The ISSS employes have reportedly
been on strike for the last month. In a July 12 report by Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA, in
his Sunday homily, San Salvador's Auxiliary Bishop, Monsignor Gregorio Rosa Chavez, stressed the
need for a negotiated solution to the ISSS strike, as well as to the overall crisis facing the country.
The bishop confirmed that he is participating in a negotiating commission. Alongside the ISSS
employees' union, he said, the commission has requested that government officials meet with them
to discuss the reasons for the Institute strike and other conflicts in public agencies in the capital.
Thus far, said Rosa Chavez, the government has not responded to the request.
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